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�anks to Michele Longo for the kindly provided information.

It should be opportunely remembered here the commitment of Prof. Matteo 
Stuppiello – founder and president of the “Torre Alemanna” Research Centre – for 
the safeguarding and enhancement of the town’s cultural heritage. �anks to his
requests, Torre Alemanna and the Piano delle Fosse – for decades exposed to 
neglect and decay – have been recognized as assets worthy of protection, and 
subject to monumental restrictions pursuant to law 1089/1939.
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Foreword

�e Torre Alemanna complex – the only surviving structure, in Italy, of the Order 
of the Teutonic Knights – has kept many of its secrets tight for the past eight centuries.

Perhaps we will never know if Frederick II, Holy Roman Emperor, the puer Apuliae, the 
stupor mundi, really donated to the Teutonic Knights – or more simply sold them – the 
territories where they established the House of Corneto, later known as Torre Alemanna: 
not a hospital structure for pilgrims and crusaders on their way to the Holy Land, but an 
agricultural-livestock settlement which, with its 
ourishing activity, repaid the debts that 
the other Houses of the Order accumulated.

And maybe we will ask ourselves why – just a handful of years after Bonaventura da 
Bagnoregio composed his book of meditations Lignum vitae in 1260 – precisely in Torre 
Alemanna, an isolated farmhouse in the countryside, one of the �rst iconographic repre-
sentations of the Franciscan theme of the Tree of Life appeared on a wall of the room on 
the ground 
oor of the tower, probably between the last quarter of the 13th century and 
the early 14th century.

Perhaps we will never know the identity of the two probable dedicators of the pain-
ting, of whom only the head and the gazes reaching towards the cross remain: surely they 
are kneeling at the foot of the cross; the elder is grey-haired and with his hands joined, 
as could be seen up to a few years ago.

And what is hiding behind the large shield with the three hammers – which with the 
other cross-designed shield welcomed workers and visitors who entered the farm – and the 
half cross inscribed in a circle that decorates a lithic fragment and some ceramics found 
during the excavation activity? And the �ve-pointed stone star in the centre of the rib-
bed vault and those gra�tied here and there, or the gra�ti depicting the shield with the 
three hammers, heraldic emblems, the Solomon’s knot, and the sequences of seven verti-
cal strokes with a calendar function that suggest the use of the ancient choir as a prison?

Who knows if the commendatory cardinals who took over from the Teutonic Knights 
were ever here among us: and especially Nicolò Caetani and Pasquale Acquaviva d’Arago-
na, to whom we owe the 16th-century complex and the subsequent 18th-century restora-
tions (but also the �rst damage to the frescoes caused by the barrel vault created in the 
chapel on the ground 
oor of the tower). Or if rather – as absentee feudal lords – they 
enjoyed only the fruits of the goods granted to them by the pope, leaving everything to 
be administered to procurators general.

On the other hand, we will certainly never know who – �fty years after the visit of 
Haselo� who, at the beginning of the 20th century, came to document and reconstruct 
the history of Swabian architecture in southern Italy and that of Torre Alemanna – degra-
ded the centuries-old tower housing tanks for the water needs of the nascent rural ham-
let of Borgo Libertà.

An unfortunate choice that, with the continuous spills of water, put the very safety of 
the tower at risk, and unfortunately cancelled forever very large parts of the pictorial cycle 
on the presbytery walls of the Gothic chapel.

However, the careful and respectful restorations that have taken place over the cour-
se of twenty years have restored the complex to its original appearance, and the Cerami-
cs Museum housed today greatly increases its charm. But this singular asset will truly ful-
�l its social function when it will be able to welcome scholars – but also simple visitors 
– eager to discover the past of the territory: something for which we hope this small, pre-
sent contribution of ours will be useful.

Nicola Pergola
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